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Report on College Financial Track Records

College Financial Track Records are often the true indicators of what your student will pay at a school, not necessarily the 
sticker price. 

In the following examples, we will assume that this family's EFC or Expected Family Contribution (listen to the CFS audio 
workshop, Maximizing Money for College, for an explanation) is $10,000.  The student lives in Illinois and has applied to five 
different colleges:  the University of Illinois, Western Illinois University, Lake Forest College (Lake Forest, IL), Beloit College 
(Beloit, WI), and Arizona State University.  Below is a table listing the schools and their associated costs of attendance (the 
price tag).

School Name Public or Private In-state or Out-state * Cost of Attendance

The University of Illinois 
– Champaign Public In-state $19,174

Western Illinois 
University Public In-state $16,004

Lake Forest College Private NA $35,610

Beloit College Private NA $34,308

Arizona State University Public Out-state $26,937

* Only public colleges differentiate costs based upon state residency.

Now it doesn't take a rocket scientist to tell you that the private colleges are the most expensive of the bunch; and that an in-
state, public college is the least expensive.  But this is not the whole story.  When we apply the schools' financial track records, 
we get a much different picture of what we can actually expect to pay to these colleges.

School Name Average Cost

The University of Illinois – Champaign $11,009

Western Illinois University $12,162

Lake Forest College $10,000

Beloit College $10,000

Arizona State University $16,774

The averages are based upon the colleges' financial track records and the student's EFC.  You need to listen to our audio 
workshop at www.cfstrategies.com or call us to get CD of the workshop, and learn how to find the financial track records of just 
about every college in the country and how to compute these critical numbers for the schools your student is interested in.  Not 
only can you identify the average costs for colleges, but also the average amounts in free money, loans, and work-study as well.


